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Harrisonburg Background

▸ 46,896 pop., 17.4 sq mi
▸ Two universities: JMU and EMU
▸ Adopted first Bicycle Plan in 1994. Updated in 1999, 

2005…
▸ July 2010, Bicycle & Pedestrian Plan updated and 

adopted www.harrisonburgva.gov/bikeped 

Photo by Randy 
Lowery 

http://www.harrisonburgva.gov/bikeped


Harrisonburg Facilities

▸ Total road 
network: 148 
miles



Harrisonburg Facilities

▸ Shared Use Path: 
▸ Today: 2 miles
▸ By 2015: 4.5+ total miles



Harrisonburg Facilities

▸ Bike Lanes: 
▸ Feb 2009: 4 miles
▸ Today: 7 miles
▸ By 2015: 12+ total miles

Railroad Crossing
Lane diets New Road ribbon 

cutting



Harrisonburg Facilities

▸ Share Lane Markings 
“Sharrows”: 

▸ 2009: 0 miles
▸ Today:1 mile
▸ By 2015: 9+ total miles



Bike Racks

▸ Public & private locations: K-12 schools, universities, 
 downtown, businesses, apartment complexes, etc.

▸ Bicycle Parking requirement for new developments



Harrisonburg Facilities

▸ Total sidewalks: 
▸ Today: ~ 60 miles (1.7 new miles in past 3 years)
▸ By 2015: 62.5+ total miles (not including required in 

new developments)



Why Bicycling & Walking?

Harrisonburg community’s sustainability priorities

1. Greater connectivity to neighborhoods, schools, 
parks, shopping, etc. 

2. Family health and recreation
3. Means of affordable transportation
4. Healthy environment
5. Reduces traffic congestion



Public Transit
▸ Operated by Harrisonburg Dept. of 

Public Transportation
▸ 2011: over 2 million passengers, 
    increases approx. 10% per year

▸ Public transit must be integrated with bicycle and 
pedestrian network.
▸ All transit buses are equipped with bike racks
▸ HDPT & Public Works coordinate installation of bus 

shelters, benches, etc. with new road and sidewalk 
construction.

▸ Future challenges and considerations
▸ Growing population 
▸ Expanding transit service into Rockingham County and/or 

intercity bus service
▸ Need dedicated downtown transfer station



Key Community Components
▸ Community Support & Involvement 
▸ Community & Advocacy Orgs

▸ Shenandoah Valley Bicycle Coalition
▸ New Community Project
▸ JMU’s Cycle Share
▸ DR 100

▸ City facilitated efforts 
▸ 2007, Public Works began facilitating quarterly staff-

citizen meetings
▸ May 2009-June 2010 ad hoc Bicycle & Pedestrian Plan 

Advisory Committee formed
▸ Public Input Meetings on Plan
▸ June 2010, Bicycle & Pedestrian Subcommittee was 

formed, replaces other committees, meets every two 
months

▸ Email Listserve



Key Plan Components

▸ Defines types of facilities, references minimum 
standards



Key Plan Components



Key Plan Components
▸ Goals and Priorities List – 2 years, 5 years, and beyond



Key Plan Components

▸ Must have funds to implement the plan
▸ FY 05-06, City began appropriating funding, 

annually, to support bike/ped capital improvement 
projects
▸ In addition to other larger capital projects such as a 

sidewalk project or shared use path
▸ Grants

▸ VDOT Safe Routes to School
▸ VDOT Highway Safety 

Improvement Program
▸ US HUD Community 

Development Block Grant 



Click icon to add picture

▸ Thanh Dang
▸ Public Works Planner
▸ City of Harrisonburg

▸ (540) 434-5928
▸ thanhd@harrisonburgva.gov

▸ www.harrisonburgva.gov/bikeped 
▸ www.hdpt.com
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