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Promoting land use that sustains the farms, forests, open spaceS, and cultural heritage of the Shenandoah Valley region

VCC Members Celebrate at Natural Bridge
More than 200 members and guests attended VCC’s
24th annual membership meeting at Natural Bridge
on September 7.
The day was packed with activities: from a fascinating geology lecture by Dr. Ed Spencer and an interpretive tour of the nearby Monacan Village by Victoria
Ferguson to a social at the Summer House and a sitdown dinner at the historic hotel. A traditional dance
by the Monacan Bear Mountain Dancers capped off the
evening.
The annual meeting provided highlights of the past
year and an awards ceremony to acknowledge community leaders for
their amazing roles
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Executive Director’s Letter
Dear VCC Members and Friends:
Season’s greetings to you and your loved ones in
these latter days of 2014!
Early this morning (Wednesday, November 12,
2014), we all heard the news that the European Space
Agency’s Philae probe landed on a comet hundreds of
millions of miles from Earth — a big and, until recently, a highly improbable step for human civilization.
One science fiction writer responded to the news, “This
is science fiction made real.”

What a grand moment for science and technology!
Whether the probe will be fully functional remains to
be seen, but the fact that we landed a washing-machine-size laboratory on an ephemeral target so far
away is an undeniable feat of ingenuity.
It is an auspicious moment for science and technology here in the Valley, too, and throughout the Commonwealth. Energy, agriculture, medicine, transportation, and urban development are just a few sectors
showing exceptional growth due to recent advances in
science and technology fields.
Continued on page 3

VCC, Others Voice Concern over Atlantic
Coast Pipeline
RANDOLPH

Gas Pipeline Study Corridor
Karst Geology
The potential pipeline route shown on this map was derived
from publicly available data and is an approximation of any
potential or actual pipeline route.
The route data is for
illustrative purposes only and is not an official or exact route,
nor should it be used for analysis.
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In June 2014, Dominion Resources and its partners
announced plans for a major new natural gas pipeline
through Highland and Augusta Counties.
If federal officials approve the proposed Atlantic
Coast Pipeline, estimated to cost $4.5 billion to $5
billion, then Dominion and its partners will install a
42-inch pipe in a trench 10 to 12 feet deep with a wide
construction corridor and a 75-foot-wide permanent
access corridor. The pipeline will extend 550 miles
from West Virginia through Virginia into North Carolina with a spur into the Hampton Roads area.
The proposed route could impact our region’s headwaters, streams and tributaries, private and public
lands, farms, and unique natural areas, including
portions of the George Washington National Forest.
Further, our local karst geologic formation, filled with
springs and sinkholes, raises the risk of pipeline spills
that could contaminate drinking water supplies.
With these concerns in mind, in August 2014, the
VCC Board of Directors approved VCC’s membership
in a new coalition of concerned organizations called
the Allegheny-Blue Ridge Alliance to monitor the
proposed pipeline project. See www.abralliance.org for
details.
Then, in November 2014, the Board approved a
statement to oppose any pipeline pathway through
areas of conservation easements and locations designated by the Virginia Outdoors Foundation as Special
Project Areas. However, the statement encourages the
consideration of alternative routes to locate the pipeline within existing rights-of-ways.

Dominion Southeast Reliability Project:
Karst Geology and the
Gas Pipeline Study Corridor
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Map created by PEC for presentation purposes only.
Data sources: The United States Geological Survey. Although efforts have been made to verify data,
accuracy can not be guaranteed. The Piedmont Environmental Council cannot accept any responsibility
for errors, omissions, or positional accuracy. There are no warranties, expressed or implied, including
the warranty of merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose, accompanying this product.
However, notification of any errors will be appreciated. August 20, 2014 | Warrenton | JAM
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VCC has an advocacy policy that allows us to address an issue or project so widespread and of such
magnitude that it would be precedent-setting in a
negative way. The Atlantic Coast Pipeline appears
to represent a transformational regional project that
required VCC input.
If you have would like to have a copy of the Board
statement, please contact our office at 540-886-3541.

Conservation Matters!
In June 2014, VCC received a $15,000 grant from the
Beirne-Carter Foundation for tasks related to branding, communications, and public relations. The overall
project, entitled “Conservation Matters,” is headed by
long-time VCC friend and consultant Kathy Moore of
Moore Public Relations (based in Staunton, VA).
In other words, it’s time for a message-refresh that
will include a new VCC logo, tagline, brochure, and
brand roll-out (e.g., letterhead, signage, and business
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cards). The project will also begin an overhaul of our
website and Facebook pages plus include a strategy
for employing social media.
As part of the VCC grant application, we stated,
“The ‘Conservation Matters’ initiative will enable
VCC to reach a greater population, especially younger
residents and those in urban and suburban areas.”
Our efforts will reflect VCC’s mission, vision,
strategic plan, and expertise; a rich 25-year history;
its board, staff, and membership base; and its strategic partnerships. But they will also reach out to new
members in new ways for a viable conservation organization in these early decades of the 21st century.
You’ll begin to notice changes in the early months
of 2015. Be sure to let us know what you think!

www.valleyconservation.org

Executive Director Letter (Cont’d from page 1)
Did you know that 35.5% of the Shenandoah Valley’s area is protected in some fashion (e.g., by land
conservation easement or in national forest)? What
an achievement for the VCC and its many conservation partners throughout the State! And much of that
protected area is monitored and surveyed by these
same science and technology advances.
There’s no parallel in conservation, however, for
good old-fashioned individual member support: for
the lasting value of your donations and for your
volunteerism. These are among the very best tools in
our proverbial tool box to carry out the long-standing
mission of nonprofits like the Valley Conservation
Council.
On behalf of our directors and all our members, I
wish you and your loved ones a blessed and fulfill-

ing holiday season ... one filled with lovely walks on
snow-covered paths, with dinners by the fireplace,
with an abundance of native birds at your feeders,
with the smells and sounds and images of a Valley
landscape recognized around the world as a global
treasure.
Warm regards,

H. Bruce Rinker, Ph.D.
Executive Director
Valley Conservation Council

Up and Down the Valley
Land Conservation Workshop
(Botetourt/Rockbridge Counties)

In late September, VCC and the Upper James Resource Conservation
and Development Committee joined forces to present a land conservation
workshop that targeted property owners in the Buffalo Creek/Purgatory
Mountain Special Project Area, or SPA, for the Virginia Outdoors Foundation. Natural Bridge Historic Hotel’s ideal location in the SPA made it
the perfect choice for the evening workshop, organized by VCC’s Upper
James Program Manager, Genevieve Goss. Speakers included specialists
in the easement process and the wildlife corridor in the SPA boundaries.
VCC’s Executive Director Dr. H. Bruce Rinker also addressed the group. Participants review SPA map.

“Land and Water Connections” Program in the Central
Valley (Augusta/Rockingham/Shenandoah Counties)

Incentives are offered for conservation easements
in specific watersheds.

VCC is looking for a dozen farms to go under protective conservation easement to maintain both working
lands and water quality. Our “Land and Water Connections” Program that launched in 2014 can help eligible landowners who are good stewards of land and

www.valleyconservation.org

water resources with placing whole-farm conservation easements on their properties. These easements
must include terms that support ongoing agricultural
and forestal uses and water quality management
practices such as forested stream buffers and livestock exclusions. In addition to easement assistance,
participants will be awarded an unrestricted grant of
up to $10,000, made possible through support from
the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.
The goal of the program is to conserve 12 or more
properties by the end of 2015 that contain targeted
stream segments. The project area is the headwaters
streams of the Shenandoah River in Augusta County
and the Smith Creek Watershed in Rockingham and
Shenandoah Counties.
To learn more about this program, please contact
Faye Cooper, VCC Executive Director Emerita, at
faye@valleyconservation.org or 540-294-1665.
Valley Conservation Council 

Middle River Cleanup (Augusta County)
With VCC’s organizational help, the Friends of the
Middle River expanded its clean-up day for the Middle
River and its tributaries, Lewis Creek and Asylum
Creek. This Saturday event in late September was
sponsored by Virginia Eagle Distributing in Verona,
VA, which provided its facility for sorting the trash
and a dumpster for disposal. More than 80 volunteers
helped clean up about 7.5 miles of waterways, removing 32 tires, several pallets, two car batteries, and a
LOT of miscellaneous trash. Mary Baldwin College,
Fort Defiance High School, Crossfit Staunton, Crossfit Aliquid, and Earth Circle all formed teams to help
with the clean-up. We hope to continue this event in
the future, forming lasting stewardship relationships
between community groups and our waterways.

River cleanup pulled out trash one canoe-load at a
time.

Food Day (Staunton/Augusta County)

Mary Baldwin College’s Dr. Steve Grande (left)
and VCC ACREs grant recipient Ashley Malcolm
display local goods at Food Day.

In October, VCC co-hosted a Food Day Celebration with
the Staunton Creative Community Fund, Mary Baldwin
College’s Spencer Center for Civic and Global Engagement, and Mary Baldwin College Dining Services. Food
Day (www.foodday.org) is a national initiative for events
that promote conversations about food and our food system, “united by a vision of food that is healthy, affordable, and produced with care for the environment, farm
animals, and the people who grow, harvest, and serve it.”
Staunton’s Food Day Celebration featured local leaders
in agriculture — the recipients of VCC’s ACRES grants,
which support conservation and water quality efforts.
Numerous guests came to enjoy the mini-farmers market,
local beer garden, and a specially prepared locally sourced
meal. ACRES grant recipients shared a bit about their
projects, their farms, and their commitment to conservation. It was a beautiful and very successful event!

Young and Beginning Farmers Network
(Augusta County and beyond)
VCC is convening young and beginning farmers for
“Meet, Greet, and Eat” gatherings. The first sessions
(in Augusta County) allow start-up farmers to network among themselves, enjoy a home-cooked meal,
and share information about the challenges they face.
These discussions will inform VCC’s future programming to support agricultural vitality throughout the
Valley. For more information, e-mail kate@valleyconservation.org or sara@valleyconservation.org or call
540-886-3541.
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VCC’s “Meet, Greet, and Eat” sessions enable
Young and Beginning Farmers to make connections and share experiences and challenges.

www.valleyconservation.org

By now, many of you have received an annual appeal letter from our Executive Director. The coming
year will be filled with challenges and opportunities.
We hope that we can count on your continued support
to maintain the Valley-wide presence of VCC. Please
consider a generous donation before year’s end.
And why not think about the gift of membership this year: a holiday gift that will give back to the
Shenandoah Valley throughout the year. Share the
gift of a world-renowned resource like the Valley with
family, friends, and colleagues on your list. Membership includes newsletters, e-blasts, the annual meeting, and much more!
And speaking of gifts …. Did you know that the
AmazonSmile Foundation donates 0.5% of your
purchase price of eligible AmazonSmile items to the
Valley Conservation Council – and there’s no cap

Best wishes for a beautiful winter in the Valley.

Photo courtesy Darlene Schneck

Holidays Offer Ways to Give to the
Valley

on how much the Foundation will donate? The holidays are upon us. It’s easy to select and support the
Valley Conservation Council when you shop at
smile.amazon.com.
Help make the holidays in the Valley brighter for
your loved ones AND for VCC!

Welcome to VCC’s New Board Members!
At VCC’s annual meeting in September, members voted in three new board members: Abbie Cutter, Anna
Lawson, and Bill Noack (who returns to the Board after a break). Members also thanked retiring board
members Kurt Kunze and Judi Race. In addition, Kevin Craun, James Flory, Karen Hembree, Ryan Hodges,
and Bill Jones were re-elected to serve second terms.
Abbie Cutter and husband, Bowman, own two properties under open space easement
– one in Waterford, VA (eased in the earliest years of the program) and a farm in Augusta
County recently designated a “Century Farm” with help from VCC staff. Born and raised in
Virginia, Abbie received an MFA from George Washington University after graduating from
Mary Washington College. She has served on the board of the Waterford Foundation (an organization that spearheaded the open space movement in Virginia in the 1970s) and directed
a National Endowment for the Humanities program.
Anna Lawson and husband, Tom, reside in Botetourt County near the
Appalachian Trail. A native of Salem, Anna holds BA and MA degrees in English from Hollins College and a Ph.D. in anthropology from the University of Virginia. A former writer
and editor of publications for Hollins College and the Kettering Foundation, she has served
on various local and state boards including The Nature Conservancy-Virginia Chapter,
Hollins University, TAP (the Roanoke area poverty agency), and the Virginia Foundation
for the Humanities. Anna was a trustee of the Virginia Environmental Endowment and is
a board member of the Virginia Land Conservation Foundation and the Virginia Historical
Society, among others.
Bill Noack formed Noack & Associates, LLC, following a 37-year career with General Motors Corporation. Noack & Associates has provided individual consulting services to some of
the country’s top industrial companies as well as several prominent cultural and education
organizations. From 1989 until his retirement from GM in 2002, Bill was the company’s director of public policy communications, based in Washington, DC. He was instrumental in creating auto and industry coalitions that generated greater public understanding of a number of
environmental and technology issues. Born in Detroit, Bill graduated from Michigan State
University with a BA in journalism. He lives with his wife, Lois, and son, Sergei, on a farm in
rural Maryland.
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Harry Rinker (yes, Bruce’s dad!) gives a big
thumbs-up to being a new VCC member.
Augusta County/Staunton/Waynesboro
Larry and Gayle Alderfer Fisher
Asher and Laura Brand
Randolph and Mary Covington
Matthew Donato and Anne Hunter
Sarah Francisco
Claire Hahn
Sally James
Dan Layman and Pamela Fox
Nancy McDaniel
Lynda Miles
Gerald and Nancy Pyle
H. Bruce Rinker
John and Stephanie Ward
Bath County
Betty Haddix

Botetourt County
John and Hallie Seibel
Frederick County
Michael Loy
Harry B. and Ruth D. Rinker
Raymond and Kathy Swain
Highland County
Jim and Celia Rutt
Page County
Scott Kelly
Rockbridge County
Betty Teague
Chris Wise and Laura Neale
Rockingham County
Dorothy Lee Rosen
Derek A. and Pauline H. Tidman
Jason and Lenore Wells
Warren County
Ben and Carol Weddle
From Afar
Nathan and Amanda Arrowsmith
Wendy Bickford
John and Mary Louise Burress
Ches & Stephanie Crawford
Bill and Laura Greenleaf
Lengel Vocational Services, Inc.
Jerry and Lu McCarthy
Alice Murphy
Don, Amy and Acadia Owen
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Plein
Angelo Puglisi
Union First Market Bank
Woltz & Associates, Inc.
Valley Conservation Council 

