APRIL NEWSLETTER

VCC Begins 2019 with New Projects & New Faces
The morning I wrote this introduction the birds sang to me as I completed my
morning chores. Even though I could still see my breath and had to break the ice
in the trough by the barn, the birds were promising that spring is coming.
Hopefully, by the time this hits your mailbox, their promise has come true.
Just like our Valley farmers spend the winter and spring months prepping and
eventually planting seeds that will grow into the fall harvest (if only the mud would
allow!), VCC spends the first part of the year sowing seeds. The VCC staff spends
the early months meeting with landowners who are considering a conservation
easement donation. These meetings are an essential step to identifying the unique
features of these properties, and give us time to help families understand the
process they’ll embark on should they decide to permanently protect their land.
We’re delighted that early 2019 has been absolutely filled with these meetings!
Thanks to your support, the word is out that permanent land conservation is
essential to the future of this amazing region and its special way of life. I look for
2019 to be another record year for VCC and can’t thank you enough for a being a
part of the special community that generously enables to do this important work.
VCC welcomes two new board members to
help guide the organization forward. David
Fuller has been involved in charitable and
non-profit organizations for his entire
career. He is the founding chairman of
Friends of the Middle River (FOMR) and has
been a VCC member for several years. He
and his wife Cindy care deeply about land
and river conservation, and their property
in Verona is under riparian easement with
VCC. Long-time valley resident Chuck Horn owns and operates Delta Spring Farm,
Inc., which raises dairy heifers, turkeys, and broilers. He has served on the board
of the Farm Credit of the Virginias, the Virginia Poultry Federation Board, the FSA
County Committee, and the Augusta Petroleum Cooperative Board. He has also
been a member of the North River Ruritan club for 29 years.
As you can see, there's a lot going on at VCC. We're expanding our community and
land protection programs, increasing communications with our membership, and
participating in regional conservation efforts. Regardless of how you contribute to
VCC, whether it’s through monthly donations, an annual gift, by sharing our
stories with your community, or by volunteering your time, the staff and board
remain eternally grateful for your support. We're excited about where VCC is going
in 2019, and we couldn't do it without you!

Natasha Skelton, Executive Director

EVENTS CALENDAR
April 13
Earth Day Events

Blacks Run Cleanup - Harrisonburg
Staunton Earth Day - Staunton

April 14, 1-5pm
Kites & Critters

Kids of all ages are invited to join
us at 272 Bells Ln. in Staunton,
where we’ll have kites, farm
animals, educational exhibits, and
hands-on opportunities to learn
about conservation.

April 22, 7pm
Backyard Botetourt

Join VCC at the Fincastle Library for
this free event, the ”Earth Day &
Pollinator Fair.”

May 16, 9am
Botetourt Community
Partnership

In recognition of Endangered
Species Day, the BCP will take a
look at protecting native wildlife,
the sustainability of local
agriculture, and culture heritage.

More info & events at
valleyconservation.org/events
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VCC Awarded Grant to Improve Water Quality
As bona fide members of the land conservation community, you understand that
one of the important aspects of well cared for open space is the value it provides
in protecting the water that we drink. We’re delighted to announce that the
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation recognizes that fact as well and recently
awarded VCC a Small Watershed Grant that we’re putting to work in the Valley.
Through this generous grant of nearly $200,000, landowners will receive
assistance in maximizing waterway protections during the conservation easement
process.
VCC is currently seeking landowners to partner with to help protect our region’s waters today and into the future. If you
or someone you know may be interested in considering permanently protecting land with a conservation easement, and
are fortunate enough to have a stream or river dancing across your acres, call VCC today to find out if this grant program
might help you too!

Bath County’s Fort Lewis Farm Protected in Perpetuity
On the banks of the Cowpasture River in scenic Bath County, there lie many
special farms. Each could tell the story of the families it has raised from fertile
acres in the shadow of majestic mountains. The river is lifeblood bringing
sustenance to wildlife and families alike. If you’ve ever found yourself happily
lost (or perhaps, better yet, found) in a wild and wonderful place called Fort
Lewis, you’ve probably slowed to a creep and rolled your windows down to
observe the herds of whitetail deer grazing in the fertile fields alongside beef
cattle. Imagine our delight when VCC received a phone call last year from the
Cowden family, owners of that special place, asking how they might
permanently protect it by donating a conservation easement.
Fast forward through the many hours it took both the landowners and VCC staff to complete the process of crafting
protections for the features that make this place so special, and wake up in a world where we can drive by that place and
feel the thrill of knowing that those acres, river miles, wildlife, and rural way of life are forever protected.
The generosity of forward-thinking landowners like the Cowdens who donate conservation easements, and of members
like you who donate the financial resources necessary to sustain our organization, were critical to the success of this
exciting project. VCC more than doubled our in-house conservation portfolio in 2018, and hopes to build upon this
momentum as we begin the new year!

Can you become a monthly supporter?
Have you ever considered making your donation monthly instead of annually? A
recurring monthly donation spreads your contribution out over the year and makes
it easier for us to plan our activities. If you are able, please consider becoming a
monthly contributor to VCC’s work. You can register for monthly giving at
valleyconservation.org/donate, and can change your gift amount at any time.
Prefer to make your commitment over the phone? Feel free to give us a call at our
office, Monday-Friday from 9-5. One of our staff will be happy to get you set up and
answer any questions you may have.
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