PO Box 988 Staunton, VA 24401

Photos Courtesy of VCC's Photo Library.

Fall Newsletter 2020
Fall Wildlife Updates from Sweet Family Farm
JMU student conducting wildlife survey of our Sweet Family Farm for VCC.
Here's his latest update. I could not find the Barred Owl in David's picture,
can you?
With fall herping season nearing its end, I went out last night and had a great
night. Among others, I found three Blue Crayfish and several large adult Spring
Salamanders, a species which I had found larvae of at the site but never adults. I
have also found one new amphibian species since I last updated you, the Gray
Treefrog.
A rare Gray Petaltail Dragonfly

I continue to find new and exciting animals on the wildlife cameras, including a
bobcat recorded in the Seeps and Springs habitat preservation area. I have also
attached a picture of a Barred Owl caught on camera; it is somewhat hard to find
but you can see it in the bottom left corner of the image.
This summer I tried to expand the surveys to more taxa, and so far have
documented over 100 animals species on the property. Of those, I have found
10 of the Department of Wildlife Resources' (Formerly Department of Game and
Inland Fisheries) species of greatest conservation need. One of my favorites is a
rare dragonfly called the Gray Petaltail, which only lives in wooded seeps similar
to the Blue Crayfish habitat.
David Weisenbeck
JMU Class of 2021

Find the well camoflauged Barred Owl
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A Budget Amendment is Laying Down the Tracks
for a Shenandoah Valley Rail Trail
We are so excited to announce the General Assembly and
Governor Northam have signed off on a budget amendment
authorizing the Virginia Department of Conservation and
Recreation to assess the feasibility of a Shenandoah Valley Rail
Trail project. The feasibility study is an important next step in the
ongoing exploration of converting the discontinued Norfolk
Southern rail line into a multi-purpose walking and biking trail.
visit virginiamercury.com for an in-depth article on the people
working to make this trail happen in the Valley
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The Proposed Trail would run 38.5 miles and connect 10
communities in the Valley from Strasburg to Broadway

VCC Board and Staff Retreat
In October, VCC's board and staff gathered in beautiful Warm Springs
for a retreat. In a quiet farm field next to the Jackson River, surrounded
by red and gold mountains, we talked about what this Valley means
to us, and how we can best continue to protect and celebrate it. We
worked and talked through so much in our two days together, but
what became clear is that VCC is ready to capitalize on our history of
educational programming and reenergize our efforts to not just
protect the land, but also help communities all up and down the
Valley connect with the land. We hope you will stay tuned, because
we have some big plans for 2021 and we can not wait to get started.
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